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This summer, Muskoka tunities for the smallest
hosted two weekend conductors to run a
shows geared towards model train.

model railroaders.
In August the Muskoka

2011 Marked the Hunts- Model Train Show at the [
ville Train Station’s First Bracebridge Fair
Annual Model Railway Grounds drew in crowds
Exposition, in the Canad&om across Ontario.
Summit Centre. On Fa- New and returning visi-
ther's Day weekend hun-tors came for the operat-
dreds of train enthusiastsng layouts, modeling
came to browse the ex- clinics and train vendors.
hibits. There was fun for
the whole family with
children’s workshops,
Lego layouts, and oppor-

Muskoka Rails Museum Display at
the Muskoka Model Train Show

these community events.
With our display, the Mu-
seum was able to sell
some gift shop items to
raise funds, as well as to

The Muskoka Rails Mu- €ducate the public about
seum is proud to have the Muskoka Rails Mu-

participated in both of ~ S€UM.

Fun for kids at the First Annual Huntsville ModaiRvay Exposition, June 2011
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Innovation with the Museums of Muskoka

Ontario Northlander coming intg
the Bracebridge Train Stop

This summer the Museums of Muskoka, a group oftdagal heritage institu-
tions including The Muskoka Rails Museum, Muskol@aBand Heritage Cen-
tre, Bethune Memorial House, Dorset Heritage Musddoskoka Heritage
Place, Muskoka Lakes Museum, Bala’s Museum and \&twester Villa, re-
ceived funding from the Ministry of Tourism and GueE to hire a student to
produce a short promotional video for each estafent.

Ryan Blanchard was hired by the Museums of Muskolaeate the eight origi-
nal short films. From Bracebridge, Ontario, Ryswurrently studying film at
York University in Toronto. He was responsible Wateotaping, editing, narrat-
ing, and directing the videos.

The creation of the promotional videos was an i@tige project, to improve
public access to each museum'’s collections thraligjtal technology. Now the
museums have site specific advertisements thailayed at tourism informa-
tion centres, as well as on the museum’s individeeddsites and on You Tube.

The Muskoka Rails Museum wrote and produced a tmieate video that high-
lights rail history in Muskoka and the museum’sigrg journey so far. All of
the promotional videos for the Museum’s of Muskcka be viewed on You
Tube.

Visit the Museum Gift Shop

The Muskoka Rails Museum always has a great seteofiitems in its gift shop,
ranging from quality golf shirts and hats, trairof#s, original artwork, DVD's and
more. With Christmas just around the corner, atgrsour shop for unique gifts
and stocking stuffers. All proceeds go to the muse
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Muskoka Rails Museum Construction UPDATE

Plans to construct a replica station on the larsideethe CNR tracks on Hiram

Street in Bracebridge are moving ahead. The mussuhBracebridge transpor-

tation hub will be a multi use structure. The bungditself will be a tourist at- #
traction with museum space to promote the histbraibvays in Muskoka. The

building will attract school tours and visitorskadito the downtown area.

The exterior of the station will look similar toetlprevious 1887-1971 station. $%0&$
Inside will be totally modern. The first floor witle all on one level with a sta-

tion office, coffee shop and other commercial opens sharing space with the

museum in a 3600 square foot space. The 2000 stpairsecond floor will be

filled with rental space for offices.

The museum is currently in negotiation with theefied government for funding $%&()

as well as Muskoka Futures and others for fundsumber of fundraising ac-
tivities are also planned. The plan for construciga spring 2012 start with the
opening of the building in spring 2013.

Museum President Works to Improve Rail Service in Miskoka

Muskoka Rails Museum president Dave Powley and sluife Train Station president Lucille Frith work
to improve passenger rail service by Ontario Naridlin Muskoka. The committee Promoting Muskoka
Rail Travel - CPMRT, have been working hard to iavyer service. Accomplishments to date since 2004
include the Huntsville train station renovationayimg the train stop being constructed in Bracegwiduilt
and having the MTO erecting new train station dioe@l signs throughout Muskoka.

On April 20" they met with the Minister of Northern Developmévtichael Gravelle at Queens Park with
MPP Norm Miller to discuss how to improve servitais led to a further meeting with Ontario Northdan
passenger rail service Vice President Scott Hanoegirding improved service. The ultimate objecisve
to promote increased travel to Muskoka by GTA resid and to increase service to Muskoka residgnts|b
increasing service to two trains a day from Tordotbdlorth Bay.

On September 19the CPMRT made a presentation to the Muskoka iBisBouncil asking for their in-

volvement with the project. The District Councilshedded District Chair Mr. John Klinck to the cortymi
tee and has passed the request for assistancetaltrgDistrict Economic Development committeeisTh
will enable CPMRT to lobby the Ontario Northlandamsportation Commission and the Ontario govern-
ment to provide additional funds to enable Ont&lasthland to increase and improve service.
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Interesting Story : Cutting Through Rock By Hand

The things that today make Mus- make the cutting before the tracksng all of the debris by hand.
koka famous - rivers, creeks and were laid. . i

. This single bridge, taken advan-
lakes; granite; and heavy forest - _ ) _

Armed with dynamite, workers tage of today, is an example of th
created many challenges for early _ _
setilers could break the rock apart, but magnitude of the task of extendin

' were faced with the chore of movthe railway north.
As the Northern railway was
opened, it proceeded from
Gravenhurst, to Bracebridge, an
eventually Nipissing. Construction
was difficult and progress took
years. Workers were challenged to
lay the many kilometers of track
over rough terrain and through
solid rock, all by hand.

o

The photos here depict the familiar
Queen St. train bridge in Brace-
bridge, and a crew working to

Bracebridge Rock Cutting in 1885. The same rock cut, 2011.
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The Muskoka Rails Museum is an institution commit-

ted to preserving and protecting the technological

historical heritage of railroading in the DistraftMus-
koka and promoting and sharing that heritage.

The rails which networked our great country stiis¢

to this day and should be celebrated as a compahent

Muskoka Rails Museum the heritage of Canada.

Located at Maple Orchard Farms For more information, or to learn how you can help,

14 Gray Road contact David Powley at 705 646 9711.
Bracebridge, Ontario

www.muskokarailsmuseum.com




